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SPIRIT of JEFFERSON
and FARMER’S ADVOCATE

DEP: Rockwool in Ranson ‘no threat’

The West Virginia Department of
Environmental Protection on Tues-
day issued a statement saying the
Rockwool facility under construc-
tion in Ranson does not pose a
health threat. Here’s the full text of
the statement:

“The legislation that created
WVDEP states our mission clearly,”
said DEP Cabinet Secretary Austin
Caperton. “It is to effectively carry
out the state’s environmental laws
and regulations that are designed to

provide and maintain a healthful en-
vironment consistent with the eco-
nomic benefits derived from strong
agricultural, manufacturing, tour-
ism, and energy producing indus-
tries. This project clearly meets that
standard.”

“Based on all available informa-
tion that we have gathered and that
we have reviewed, we see no threat
to the health of our citizens and no
threat to our environment,” Secre-
tary Caperton added. “Our scientists

and engineers with the DEP have re-
viewed all available data and have
assured me there is virtually no oth-
er state in America that would have
denied this permit.”

After becoming aware of Rock-
wool’s intent to construct the facil-
ity, WVDEP Division of Air Quali-
ty permit engineers personally trav-
eled to Byhalia, Miss., to review
operations of a Rockwool facili-
ty to understand the manufacturing
process to be used at the Jefferson

County site.

DEP then carefully reviewed the
Rockwool air quality permit appli-
cation for their Jefferson County fa-
cility. That review determined the
air quality permit application met all
regulatory requirements. The DEP
issued the air quality permit in accor-
dance with all state and federal Air
Quality Standards, which are inher-
ently protective of human health.

There is no scientific evidence
to suggest that the proposed facility

will adversely affect human health
or the environment. In addition to
its plant in Mississippi, Rockwool
has operated a similar facility in
Canada for approximately 30 years.
Based on the performance of the
operations in Canada and Missis-
sippi, and the WVDEP’s stringent
air quality permit application re-
view process, there is no reason to
suspect that the facility in Jefferson
County poses a threat to people liv-
ing nearby or to the environment.
The DEP will continue to inspect
the facility and enforce the terms of
both the air quality permit and the
construction stormwater permit.
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INVENTING=
= TOMORROW

WWILDLIFE &
THE WALL

36 EXCEPTIONAL FILMS

plus DISCUSSIONS, WORKSHOPS, & PARTIES to
Engage, Inform, & Inspire.

Fun for Kids!

SEPT 29, 11AM
Story Hour & Craft with
a nature theme at
Shepherdstown Library.

OCT - NOV

Backyard Wilderness Exhibit
at Cool Spring Preserve in
partnership with PVAS.

OCTOBER 13

Backyard Wilderness

Film & Exhibit plus a Nature
Walk at NCTC during the
festival.

ONGOING
Next Gen Capture
Conservation Video Contest.

Visit our website for details.
Thanks to our Kids Program partners!

OCTOBER 20
Bioblitz event at Cool gy
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mstreetbakery.net
304-930-1363
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618 N. Mildred St. in Ranson

Let us deliver your lunch!

Tired of brown bagging?
Too busy to go out?

Try our terrific soup of the day, -
choose quiche, salad, fruit cup or
our delicious MTO sandwiches!

Text your order

Text your order to 75" %
delivery by

304'676'5831 12:00 noon

Order form found on mstreethakery net
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REGISTER TODAY AT
6:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays -+ 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays
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